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Meet two AG 
readers—and 
their dogs 


play 
with my two 
adorable 
boxers, Zoey 
and Zeus 
(even though 
Ihave to 
clean up 


sa" 


| ® ects ; 
Funny Bunnies / = 


VA dog named Sidney, a cat 


: : : : ‘ ue named Stripes, and a rabbit 
Transform your plain slippers into silly rabbits \ cao 6 ocA: 


you can wear! 


Cut colorful felt to make Cut embroidery floss to P 
1 @ two sets of ears and two @ make two sets of whiskers. + 
muzzles. Use craft glue Use craft glue to attach under 
to attach to slippers. button noses. 
2 Attach button eyes using 4 Tie four ribbon bows. Attach « f f 
@ craft glue. @ with craft glue. Let dry. Cute! } 


ARM. 
Noe 


read, 
make scrapbooks, or play 
with my dog, Abby. 


Ihavea fish 
who has lived a long time. 


paienee say, 
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after them— Hannah B 
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Pet Pic Tricks 


Dress up pictures of your pets 
or other cute animals. 


Over Here! 
Make a cute art display each picture to 


to celebrate your pet! a different sheet 
Cut out three identical of 
Use Slip your artwork 
or into and 
to attach hang in your room. 


Say What? 


Cut 


Look at Me! 
Use to attach 
to a picture 
of your pet. Then hang 
your funny friend on the 
fridge at home, in your 
locker, or anywhere you 
need a laugh. 


to makea 
speech balloon. 
Then make up 
something for your 
animal to say, and 
write it carefully in 
the balloon. Stick it 
on the pic to make 
your pet speak! 


Zz Age 12, California 


eon 
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kye G. helps younger kids 
learn to read—and her 
pony, Chocolatte, helps! 


_ Twicea month, the 11-year-old 


_and Chocolatte travel with Skye’s 


- mom to local schools in Florida, 
__ where they volunteer as part of a 
literacy program. 


_ At the schools, the first-graders 


read a book about a brave pony, 
_ and Chocolatte plays the role of 


ulled from the smoke in a 

house fire, a cat named 

Cracker could barely 
breathe. A firefighter placed a 
small mask on the furry white cat 
to give him oxygen. The mask— 
donated to the department by 
Monica P.—saved his life. 

When she was ten, Monica 

heard about how a similar mask 
had saved a dog's life. “I thought 


. — 
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Shining Stars 


the pony from the book. The kids 
read to Chocolatte while he looks 
at the pictures. Then the students 
take turns petting the live 
“character” from the book. One 
time, Skye reports, Chocolatte 
stole candy from a kid's pocket! 
“Chocolatte loves all the 
attention,” says Skye, who 
adopted the pony with her 


every fire department should 
have these masks,” recalls Monica, 
now 12. To raise money, she made 
donation cans and placed them 

in businesses near her Virginia 
home. Later, she created a website 
with her dad. After raising enough 
money to buy 300 masks, she 
donated them to fire stations 
around the United States. That 
included a station in Kansas, 


cr0e™ 


mom from a rescue organization. 
“What | love is sharing him with — 
kids who have never touched a 
horse before.” 


Ashraya’, 
favorite animal: 
“love all 
/ anima Is.” 


ae 


where Cracker lives. 

“It feels good whena : 
firefighter thanks you,” Monica 
says. “Helping save Cracker was 


big for me. Without the mask, he Showing 

may not have lived.” how a 
mas k 
wo rks 
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livia B. cried when she 
heard about the oil spill 
in the Gulf of Mexico last 
spring and how it hurt birds such 
as terns and brown pelicans. 
“To me, birds are like angels,” 
she says. “I couldn't let this 
happen, so | took action.” 

The New York 11-year-old 
wrote a letter to a national bird 
conservation group. She offered 
to draw portraits of birds that 
could be sold to raise money for 
bird rescue and rebuilding 


wetlands. The 
organization liked her 
idea, and over the next three 
months, Olivia created 500 
original bird drawings. So far, 

her efforts have raised more than 
$180,000, which is being used for 
coastal cleanup and bird-habitat 
restoration. 


“This is our planet,” says Olivia. 


“We have to make it work for 
ourselves and for the animals. 
We can’t move to Mars—and 
they can’t, either.” 
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Answer these questions, and then turn the 
Page to see how your answers compare to 
those of other AG readers. 


What kind of pet would 
you like to have? 


hamster 

cat 

dog 

horse 
If you could be an animal, 
which would you be? 


giraffe 
cheetah 
dolphin y 


monkey 


em e 
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Cut a piece of colorful fake fur to cover 
one side of a piece of cork 
fur to cork with craft glue, and let dry. 
Cut a piece of ribbon to fit around the 


board. String a decorated key tag onto e : 


the ribbon. Use tape to attach ribbon to 


the back of the board. Add pushpins to 


personalize your new bulletin board! 


A®olt th 


What girls told us at 
americangirlmagazine.com 


Girls want these pets: 


52% 21% 


dog > cat 


20% 7% 


horse > hamster 


Girls would be these animals: 


51% 27% 


dolphin cheetah 


18% 4% 


monkey > giraffe 


. 
. 
. 
. 


To answer our weekly poll question, 
go To american magazine.com 
and click on “Fun for Girls.” 
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Neat Nests 
Use a butter knife to cut a Elinor M 
peeled banana into slices. age 9, Washington ee 


Spread peanut butter ona 
flat side of each slice. Place 
two yogurt raisins on each 
slice—they look like tiny 
eggs inanest. 

hs. » 


Send your yommy—and easy— r 4 — a 
recipes to the address on page 7. oy 


ees 
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True Story 
Amira spends her vacations 
making a big difference. 


Dear American Girl, 


My family takes big vacations. Really big— 
ed! For two years in a row, we have taken 


for Asian elephants in Thailand. Each 
day we get to care for the elephants, helping to feed them sugarcane, 
of grass. We also help to clean the elephants’ 
“kraal,” which is the enclosure where they live. Both times we've 
visited, I’ve been paired up with an elephant named Namhpet. She and 
I love to go swimming in the afternoons at the river. She sprays me with 


trunk and enjoys a scrub with a hard brush. Sometimes 
ike—we both 


I’m talking elephant-siz 
trips to a rehabilitation center 


pineapple, corn, and lots 


water from her 
I jump of f her back into the water. She and I are alotal 
love to swim and have lots of energy. 

Lalso love to play with the baby elephants. 
it in my lap like puppies and rub against my legs like kitten 


They are very silly, trying 
sl can't 


tos 
wait to go back again. The cleanup part 


is hard—it’s a lot of 
shoveling—butI love 
helping the elephants. 


Sincerely, 


Amira 


Age 11, Australia 


fora dip 


=~ 
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What's Your Pooch Personality? 


If you were a puppy, what job would you have when you grew up? 
Take our mini quiz to find out. 


‘1. Your friends would describe 3. Whena friend is unhappy, you’re most 5. at back-to-school time, the 


you as... likely to... 

a. hilarious. a. doa dance to make her laugh. 
b. positive. b. go for a walk with her. 

c. helpful. c. give her good advice. 


4. Afun Saturday afternoon for you includes... 
a. goofing around with your friends. 
b. riding your bike outside. 
c. volunteering at a shelter. 


2. Your favorite subject in school is... 
a. choir. 
b. gym. 
c. social studies. 


Mostly a’s Mostly b’s 

Film-Star Fido Roaming Rover 

You’d go into show You'd be happiest living on a farm, 
business, doing daring soft. keeping the humans company in 
stunts in the movies, the fields, helping them to round up 
filming funny commercials, their herds, or just playing outside. 
or making humans laugh 

on a popular TV show. 


Write to 


Be sure to include your 


% first and! 
a address a 
3 birth date, 
ho 

X% school P 
Je parent's signature oe 


re sae ee 


ast name 
nd phone number 
including ye" 

to or other picture 


ee 


end us acool envelope! Print our “ony 
address neatly on the front and your 
return address on the back 


Eoucdone ont by 


Madison C. 


We can't print every letter, but we read 
€verything you sen 


d tous. Ho 
from you soon! 4 Pe to hear 


Ss 


Age 14, Massachusetts 7 re IMs ue ihe 


first thing you want to buy is... 

a. a pair of jeans with lots of 
sparkle. 

b. a sturdy backpack with 
pockets. 

c. pens and pencils—enough 
to share. 


Mostly c’s 


Hero Hound 

You'd grow up to bea 
search-and-rescue dog, 
helping your human 
partners find lost people 
and making the world 

a safer place. 


eoce 
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Paw-fect Pairs 


You'll do a double take when you see these pictures of 
girls and their look-alike pets! 


Curly Companions 


Fin-tastic Friends 


EmmaD 


Age 7, California 


Tatiana B. 


Age 11, New York 


Golden Girls 


a Age 9, Canada 
err 


Ashlei h ang Katie 16 Age % cha 


Ages8 righ Georgia 


\llustrati 


Avery M. 


Age 9, Texas 


Matching Manes 


; 


Sparkle 


Isq 


Age 12, Mississipp; 


Pink Pals 


Age 10, Wisconsin 


ee 
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ith 


_ You Said 


a 
Ni animal 


‘personality Is like... 


Fs 
chinchilla. 


My friends say I’m like 
my pet chinchilla 


because I’m 


cute and friendly. 


mma MN, 


Age 10, Wisconsin 


a deer. a parrot 


It’s so graceful—and I’m because we both wear bright 
graceful when | dance! colors and love to talk. 


A 
net 
VS 


xy 4 


Tsabel V. 


Age 10, California 


onto 
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Featured Creatures 


Girls said that these animals matched 


their personalities the most. 


When you are 
stressed out, what 
do you do to make 

yourself feel better? 


Petting my 
cat helps me 
de-stress. 


And we thought these unique animal 
personalities were a hoot! 
| play soccer, my 
favorite sport, to 
give myself a boost 
of happiness. 


tins . a & After a long day 
. at school, | dance 
i owl ia porcupine . llama around my bedroom 
to fun music. 


Photos: Dog—@ iStockphoto/elliotwestacott Dolphin—Robert Spriggs, 2010 Shutterstock Monkey, owl, and porcupine—@ iStockphoto/GlobaiP 


Llama—@ iStockphoto/VikaValter Illustrations: Paige Pooler 


re | C h eeta h Tell us about something 


because we both you do that always seems 


love to run. to chase your worries away. 


a horse. ~ aA a 


: Send your answers 
] We are both strong Se eacley “t= 


to the address on page 7. 


and competitive. 


Some answers will appear in 
the September/October 
2011 issue. + 
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“wild” ways to 


o. 

Rainforest Retreat 
Create a rainforest hideaway that’s just for you. 
Decorate a corner of your room with stuffed animals, 


eS and use “mosquito netting” to make a jungle tent. 


You will need: 1. Separate the embroidery-hoop 

Bold 1 2-inch adj ustable pieces. Cut four 24-inch pieces of 
e oe te. Se . * . 
B utterfl ies embroidery oop twine. Tie one end of each piece to 
ote aR atescthy stickaie ear st the larger hoop. Gather the other 
if 4 yards twine ends and tie them into a knot. 
any size will do—to a sheet bere 
5 yards 45-inch- 


of brightly colored card stock. 
Carefully cut out each butterfly 
shape. Fold each butterfly in 
half between its wings. Put a 
Glue Dot on the flat side of a 
mini clothespin, and attach 

the butterfly. Clip the butter- 
flies to your Rainforest Retreat. 


the smaller hoop under the center 
of the tulle. Press the larger hoop 
gat on top, sandwiching the fabric and 


He. ty 


av twine. Tighten the hoop. 


ye wide tulle or netting 2. Lay the tulle flat and place 
ceiling hook 


3. Ask an adult to screw the hook into ] 
the ceiling. Hangthecanopyonthe 
hook from the knotted end of the twin 


Glue the flowers 

to drinking-stray, 
Stems, or ask an adult tae 
to help you hang a . 
flower °n each eng of 
4 Curtain rod. 
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Place %2 cup canned lite coconut milk, 
% cup milk, 1 cup frozen mango, 12 
cup frozen orange juice concentrate, and 
Ya teaspoon vanilla extract in a blender. 
Ask an adult to blend well. Pour into glasses, 
and decorate the rims with pineapple slices. 


Make a tasty tiger-str 
_adult to help you 


ake as many as) 
|, have an adult me! 


together in the microwave. Use a spoon to 
drizzle the chocolate over the orange pretzel 
rods to make stripes. 


Ask an adult to help you bake a batch iv 
of cupcakes. Let cool. Mi 

vanilla and chocolate frosti 

brown. Frost the cupcakes. 

peanut-butter sandwich cookie 

and colorful chocolate cand 

Center a mini or 

for a muzzle. Puta sm 

a snip of red licorice 

dab oficing. — 


CrocHop sy. 
‘How to Set Up: Cross a croc-covered 
river! First, clear an area for the “river.” 
Decorate 6 shoebox lids to look like 
crocodiles. Write “Escape!” on the 
bottom of 2 crocs and scatter them all 
onthe river. Next you'll need 20 index 
cards. Write “Forward” on 5 cards. Do 
the same with the words “Left” and 
“Right.” On the last 5 cards, write 
“F huffle the cards togethe 


Tropical-Bird Band 
Design a tropical-bird headband. Start with a 

fabric-covered plastic headband. Place a row of 
Glue Dots along the underside of a colored craft 
feather. Attach the feather so that it lies flat along 
the headband, halfway between the top and one 
a end. Add another feather or two if you’d like. 


How to Play: Two players at a time 
try to “race” across the river. Player 1 
rolls a die, chooses a card, and then 
moves as it says. (Ask someone on the 


riverbank to do this for each player.) 


For example, if Player 1 rolls 3 and 
draws a “Left” card, she must take 3 
steps to the left. Then it’s Player 2’s 
turn. If either player steps on a croc, 
runs into the other player, or draws a 


-—— 


“Flood!” card, she has to go 
back to the riverbank and 
start over. If she steps ona 
crocodile that says “Escape!” 
she keeps playing. Whoever 
reaches the other side of the 
river first wins! 4 
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Jumps are more challenging 
without a saddle or bridle— 
it’s harder to hang on. 


j 


= 


Quiet time 
in the barn 


Photos: Barry Bland, Kitson Jazynka, James Youells 


‘ve been around horses my whole life. 

My parents breed and train show horses, 

and we live on a farm in Pennsylvania with 

green fields, white fences, and miles of rid- 
ing trails. My parents put me on horseback before 
I could even walk. You might be surprised to learn 
that I wasn’t always horse crazy. Until I was about 
seven, I was more interested in soccer and art. 


Around that time, something changed. As I got to 
know each of our horses, I got more attached to 
them. Horses are like people. They have so much 
personality. And just as some people click with each 
other, the same thing 


with a bunch of other scared, homeless horses. 
From inside a stall, he kicked over a bucket and 
stepped up on it, like he was doing whatever he 
could to say to my mom, “Pick me! Pick me!” My 
parents brought him home the next day, and he 
became my first show pony. A lot of people thought 
of Toby as just a common auction pony, but I knew 
he could be great. Together, we make a great team. 


Toby has taught me a lot about horsemanship 

and riding. He’s also taught me about compassion 
and solving problems. He was the first pony I ever 
cantered or jumped, but he was also the first to 
dump me in the dirt. 


happens with people as If he were a person, 
and horses. For me ave never he’d be that funny kid 
and my pony Toby, at school who always 
that’s definitely true. 4 seems to get away 
We're similar because et being with breaking rules— 
we both know exactly but everyone loves 
what it’s like to be him anyway. Working 
underestimated. different ge get with Toby, I’ve figured 
out that if I’m cranky 
See, I was born with g e with a horse, he’ll be 
only one hand. It in mM We cranky right back. 
might seem like that 4 I §  velearned that when 
would be a big deal, uw I treat a horse the 


but it’s really not. I’ve been this way my whole life. 
Everyone faces challenges, and this one is mine. 
But I have never let being different get in my way. 
I’m not afraid of making mistakes, and I know that 
if I work hard, I can do everything that people think 
I can’t do. 


Just as some people think less of a 12-year-old girl 
with one hand, they think an unwanted pony isn’t 
worth much, either. My mom bought Toby at a 
horse auction. Who knows where he might have 
ended up if she hadn’t found him. He was for sale 


way I want him to treat me, we seem to understand 
each other better—like what happens with friends. 
Because of Toby, I am softer and kinder in almost 
everything I do. 


few years ago, a well-known stunt rider 


invited me and some of our horses to join 
his show. Since then, I have taught Toby 
and my other pony, Puddles, cues for 
tricks such as “bow,” “lie down,” “stand on a box,” 
and even “jump through fire.” Sometimes as part of 
a performance, we jump a course of small obstacles 


PAYS 
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without using a saddle or a bridle—I guide the pony _‘I’ll keep working hard. I’m competing in horse 
with just a thin neck loop decorated with flowers. shows, and I exercise four to six horses a day. 
When we finish, the ponies get lots of praise, kisses, | I’m also busy with barn chores such as cleaning 
peppermints, and applause. I’ve also been working stalls and picking up rocks in the field. And one 


on a new trick that I call “the hug.” In this trick, day, I hope to join an American equestrian team 4 
Toby wraps his front hoof around my foot and then and compete internationally. 
bends his neck around to hug me. For our tricks to 
work, we have to trust each other. And we do. I have a belief about life: dream big, and don’t ever 
let anything get in the way of making your dreams 
Twice a month during the school year and more come true. Even small dreams can mean a lot—like 
often during the summer, my family and I pack up wishing that one of my performances will bring a 
the horses and hit the road, driving to the horse smile to someone’s face or just hoping that my 
shows and events where we perform. Last fall, once-homeless pony will run over to me when he 
I performed every day for more than two weeks at sees me at the gate. It’s a little thing, but I can’t 


a horse event in Kentucky. My grandma came along __ even describe how great it feels. +« 
to tutor me and make sure I didn’t get behind on 

schoolwork. The best part about performing is shar- 

ing what my horses and I have worked on so hard. 


Together we ride 
like the wind. 


Upand over! 


x AmericanGirl 
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Quiz ’ 


The Nitty-Gritty 
J on Kitties 


Think felines are fabulous? Test your 


( 


bh bea 
knowledge of cats, and then quiza friend. , . 
an Ne Po, | pS 
S AAch say ee 
i 3 i i NS\ KC 
What's It Called? Higher or Lower?, True orFalse?- * 
Match each cat to the The numbers in the following Guess whether each statement 
word used to describe statements about house cats about cats is true or false. 
a group of them. are wrong. Guess if the actual 
number is higher or lower. 11. Cats can be right-pawed 
1. House cat Leap or left-pawed. 
: 6. Acat running at top speed True False 
2. Lion Clutter can go 20 miles per hour. 
12. Kittens lose their baby teeth. 
3. Tiger Coalition aah gs en RET a True False 
7. A cat’s sense of smell is 40 times 
4. Cheetah Pride stronger than a human’s. 13. Allover the world, black cats 
are considered unlucky. 
5. Leopard Ambush True False 
8. Cats can jump as much as < 
five times their height. 14. Cats can see in the dark. 
True False 


9. A cat's heart beats 250 times 
15. Each cat’s nose has a ridged 


a minute. 
pattern that is like no other 
pees cat’s nose. 
10. Cats have 200 bones in True False ‘ 
their bodies. i 


) 
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illustrations: Julia Bereciartu 


es 


Answers 


1. Aclutter of house cats 


2.A pride of lions 


3. An ambush of tigers— 9. Lower. 


10. Higher. 
4. A coalition of cheetahs 


5.A leap of leopards— 


- @ 
Bs & 
@ 
ds 
11. True. 9: 
12. True. 
13. False. 


14. False. 


15. True. 


Cougar, puma, 
mountain lion, and panther 
are all names for the same animal. 4K 


(raft * 


%¥ nontoxic air-dry 
modeling clay 


% black fine-point marker 
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Create cute creatures that are small © 
enough to fit in your hand! 


Before you start, be sure 
to cover your work space 
with plain paper ora 
disposable tablecloth. 

Roll a piece of clay into a 
small ball. This will be your 
animal’s body. Set aside. 


Make 4 smaller clay balls. 
Arrange them in a four-leaf 
clover shape so that their 
sides touch. Press your 
thumb into the center to 
slightly flatten them. These 
will be your animal's feet. 


i 


Attach the body to the 
feet by gently pressing pieces 
together. Be careful not to 
squeeze the clay once you've 
made the basic shape. It will 
become softer the more you 
touch it. Now you’re ready 
to make your petite pet! 


Illustrations: Monika Roe 
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Make 2 small triangles for the pig's 
ears. Add a bow: Roll a tiny ball 


and attach 2 small triangles to 
either side. 


‘Make eyes out of 2 balls. 


For the pig’s snout, flatten a small 
ball and attach. After the clay is 
dry, draw nostrils with a marker. 


Pick a Pet 


Turn the basic shape into an adorable animal 


by adding ears, eyes, and more! 


% Roll 2 small clay balls. 
Flatten and carefully 
stretch them into ovals for 
the ears, and attach them. 


% Stack 2 flattened balls for 
each eye. 


% Flatten a small ball and 
attach to make the dog’s 
muzzle. Add a smaller ball 
for the nose. 


ae 3 Make 2 triangles for the cat's ears. 
% Make eyes out of 2 small balls. 


" | 3 To make the cat's nose, flatten 
ar: | a ball and attach. Add a triangle. 


Bi, 3% Once the clay is dry, use a marker 
a to draw eyelashes and whiskers. 


Rabbit 


3 Roll 2 small rope shapes for 
the ears. Flatten and attach. 


3& Make eyes out of 2 balls. 


36 Make a small ball for the nose 
and attach. Let the clay dry 
overnight. Draw whiskers 
and eyelashes with a marker. 


Owl 


3& Note: The owl will need only 2 feet. 


Panda 


3 Make 2 small balls and flatten 
them. Attach to make the ears. 


% For the eyes, flatten 2 smali balls, Z 


stretch into ovals, and attach. Place 


a smaller ball on top of each oval. 


3% Make a small triangle for the — 


panda’s nose. Once the clay is dry, — 


use a marker to draw the mouth. 


3 Make 2 triangles for the owl's 
ear feathers. 


%¥ Stack 3 flattened balls for each eye. 


3 Make a small triangle for the 
owl’s beak. 


%¥ Stretch 2 pieces of clay into ovals. 
Attach to the sides for wings. 


eo 


*w0}3}0g 34} 3e 3j661m 


cE “jle} e pue “ydied e a0} mesg se 2 yuIM F) UMOp-apisdn ‘aha ue 10} 

*j294 ‘siayjeay ppy “bum 943 *Buim 19430 ay} 40j BAAND ‘Huo e meig "peay ay} 105 @Pisul JOp e YUM ajr41D e MEAG 
404 9/561m e yyM apis 42430 Jayjoue ppy ‘Apog au} 40} BAIN) 3ey AZznj e Mei “yeaq *[43sou e ppy ‘apisul s ue ppy 
94} UO BAIN e Mel o3 duly Burasn> ‘Huo e Meg *¢€ 34} JapUN BAIND e Me1G Mr ‘NM umop-apisdn ue meiq © i 
200204 AeAd 


iinet 


hu 
5. 
a, 


y 


© % of) 


7 “HP punoie 9j>419 eum yop iplog pue 3ybig 
6iq e ppy ‘2ue|s joys e pue “ypiad e pue jaa} ppy “3seud i, “2 punoie a}9419 e YM Jop biq 
“Bum @ 10j }1 0} BAAND JuoYs apisul oul] }yHreds e mesg 34} SsO12e f) BpIM e ppy *pua Aj661m 2 Meig ‘apisul aulj }YyHie}s 
® ppy "yeaq ay} Jjo Buiwio> “ygeausapun aan e ppy *2Ain> Huo] e y3IM Bum ayy e yum Bba sAemapis e ppy ® ppy “42us0> papuno e 
3AiN2 Huo] e Meg ad “fQ. umop-apisdn ue melg © i 03 #89q 943 J29UUOD °— “BAND yey ‘Azznye Meg © Zz uM aj6uey91 emeiqg 
@0}B 930) Suiwiely) : uesno] do)-di1 


Hh 
"Ny 


moYl 4si4y hq 


iSpuaray posoyjyeoy WIM osed ® [Ty 


© 3b jsu0g sayeurpejqe 
YUM saul] |IDUed ay} JaAO0 32233 
uay} pue ‘UONI—as Ydeea apeyYs 0} 
SJa4JEW JO S}i2uad pasojo> asp 
*|lDUad Ul spilg 1NOA ajpoog 


SVACWIS FAW. 


puid ul Aj3284g 
‘aXe ue pue aaj ppy ‘buim 
2 10} a]661m e mesg *S 


IWNZIYSOA [OVD :SUOHEISN}I 


( or ig i/e3 pues 
. -  *Jeaj ppe pue ‘shaj 10) saul] 
¢ 14G1e13s Meig ‘Huim ay} 10} 
2/561m e ppy ‘[1e3 e 403 avun> 
Aj661m |jews e meq a 


iNjypNeeg "peasy ayy 
rr », UO SAND pue ‘3894 ‘sJop ppy 

*sdoipie9} Jo smod BulAin> 24 
Ws meiq ‘ajbue1 ayy jo apis 


Ss 


Jayiia uo sajbbim meiq 2 Eiht) 


‘el 


‘yyeausapun p saquunu ]]e} 
2 Me1Q *y29U BY} JO pua ay} 
0} 66a abiey e }DoUU0D a4 


*sbaj 40) yyeausapun 


saul] oys ppy ‘aAin> Anem “yeaq ay} *BBa Aj661m abuey e _ ‘ake ue 10} 0p epue 
Buoj e YIM Way} eu, pue afa ue mesg “yjeaUu *ypau e 10} S,5 Z pue yeaq meig ‘aul Aj661M e uM Jl4}SOU _@ 40} BIS @ MeIG “AJP419 
*aj{buel} ayi jo apis Jaye -Jepun a]6uel} |e} e ppy 2 10} doo] juaq e ppy Way} aUUOD “yeu ay} eppy‘ssauso> papunos ym 
uo soul] 14bieys meig @ Z ‘doipiea} pay e Meig © L “appa yjeuus e Mel © 4 sour] Buoy Z Me1g °Z ajbuen) jews emeig ©) 


= ypooeeg pnoidg obulmel4 uns YD113SC }UBAZESYO. 


oN 


onal Saves 
the Day 


A baby monk seal is trapped and struggling 
to get free. Can Kanani and her cousin save her? 


by Lisa Yee 


anani’s home was a small peach-colored 
house a few blocks from the ocean. 
The sweet-smelling gardenia bush in 
ont always greeted Kanani when she 
stepped onto the porch. Today, she spotted her little 
black-and-white goat hiding behind the mango tree. 

“Mochi, come here!” she called out. Mochi 
the goat peeked out from behind the tree, looking 
as innocent as could be. She had a shred of paper 
stuck to her face, and at her feet were the remains 
of a cereal box. 

“Ahem! Looks like someone’s been in the trash 
again,” Kanani said, trying to sound stern but not 
succeeding. “Come on, Mochi, it’s breakfast time.” 

Jinx the rooster hopped up onto the porch 
and crowed. The red crown on top of his head 
signaled to all who saw him that he was in charge. 
Kanani bowed. “Hello, your majesty,” she said as 
he strutted past. 

In the yard, Kanani saw her little dog, Barksee, 
curled up on the lounge chair with Rachel. Cousin 
Rachel was spending part of the summer visiting 
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Kanani in Hawaii, but she was homesick for New 
York. Kanani tried to include her cousin in her daily 
activities, but Rachel didn’t seem interested. 

Now Rachel was going through her collection 
of postcards. “This one,” Rachel explained to 
Barksee, “is from Paris. That’s the Eiffel Tower. 

In France they let people take their dogs to 
restaurants.” When Barksee wagged his tail, 
Rachel gave him a huge hug. “I wish I had a dog 
just like you,” she said. 

Kanani smiled. Barksee was a great listener. 
“After Barksee has his breakfast, I’m going to take 
him for a walk,” Kanani told Rachel. She hesitated, 
then added, “Want to come?” 

To her surprise, Rachel said, “Sure, why not?” 

After a short hike along the narrow, winding 
trail, Kanani helped Rachel up the rocks that led 
to the secret entrance of ‘Olino Cove. “Here we 
are!” she announced proudly. 

“This is so beautiful,” Rachel whispered, even 
though no one else was around. “Look at how the 
water sparkles!” 


It was true. The sun’s reflection on the water 
made it look like diamonds sprinkled across a 
blanket of turquoise. “‘Olino means ‘sparkling’ in 
Hawaiian,” Kanani told her. 

Rachel bent down and picked up a small 
black crab out of a tide pool. “Look!” she called to 
Kanani. “Should I keep it? I can put it in a jar.” 

Kanani shook her head. “It’s probably not a 
great idea. Imagine what it would be like to be 
plucked from your home and carried away.” 

Rachel’s face clouded over. “I would definitely 


“It must be torture for 


you to have to be here 
with a hick like me.” | 


hate that,” she said. Gently, she returned the crab 
to the tide pool. Then she retreated to the shade 
of a palm tree and opened her black notebook. 
Kanani and Barksee sat down beside her. 

“Why, those are pictures,” Kanani said after 
sneaking a peek at Rachel’s notebook. “You’ve 
been drawing!” 

“What did you think I was doing?” 

“I dunno. Writing, I guess. May I see?” 

Rachel shook her head. “It’s kind of personal.” 
She went back to sketching. After a few minutes, 
she turned to Kanani. “How come you've never 
shown me ‘Olino Cove before?” 

“It’s a secret that only locals know,” Kanani 
explained. “Too many tourists might ruin it.” 

A frown crossed Rachel’s face. “Is that how 
you think of me—as a tourist?” 

“I didn’t mean you!” Kanani quickly said. 
“That came out all wrong. What I meant was—” 

“I know what you meant,” Rachel said stiffly. 
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“I know youre forced to spend the month with me.” 

“That’s not true!” Kanani protested. 

Rachel bit her lip and looked away. “My mom 
didn’t want me on her honeymoon, and my dad’s 
too busy with his job right now, and you don’t 
want me here either. You'd rather be alone at your 
precious beach than having to drag me around.” 

Kanani bristled. Rachel had no idea how hard 
she had been trying to make her feel welcome! 
“Well,” she retorted, “you don’t even like swim- 
ming. And you've made it very clear that you 
would rather be at an art museum or a ballet 
in New York than in this boring little town.” 

“Well, you act as if there’s no place better than 
Waipuna,” Rachel shot back. “You should hear 
yourself! ‘We have the most beautiful beaches. 
We have our own waterfalls. We have—” 

“Me?” Kanani’s voice rose. “What about you 
and all your ‘New York has the best restaurants’ 
and ‘New York has the greatest museums’? Even 
your waterfalls are better. It must be torture for 
you to have to be here with a hick like me.” 

“T didn’t have a choice,” Rachel said. Her eyes 
were starting to tear up. “No one asked me what 
I wanted to do—” 

Just then Barksee started barking, but both 
girls were too upset to pay attention,to him. His 
barks became louder, and he strained at his leash. 
Finally, Rachel turned. “What’s that?” she asked, 
pointing in Barksee’s direction. 

Kanani squinted at a large, brownish-gray 
lump in the sand. She hesitated. “I—I think it’s a 
monk seal,” she stammered. “But maybe not—it 
looks smaller than a seal.” 

Quickly, she grabbed Barksee’s leash and 
tied it to a palm tree so that he couldn’t bother 
the seal—if it was a seal. The girls ran down the 
beach and stared. 


“It’s a Hawaiian monk seal,” Kanani said. “It 
looks very young, and it’s all tangled up!” The seal 
had a net wound around its body, and it wasn’t 
moving. 

“Shouldn’t we try to get the net off?” Rachel 
asked anxiously. 

Kanani shook her head. “No—we need help.” 
Kanani remembered a man from the Monk Seal 
Foundation telling her class at school that if the 
students ever spotted a seal on the beach, they 
should call for instructions. “Can you stay here 
while I go for help?” 

“But what should I do?” Rachel’s voice 
wavered. “Don’t leave me!” 

“Someone needs to make sure nobody bothers 
the seal. As soon as the word gets out, people will 
start showing up. Just tell them to keep away from 
the seal. ’ll be back as soon as I call for help.” 
Rachel looked worried, but she nodded. 

Kanani kicked off her flip-flops and raced 
along the trail toward the pier. She ran past the 
beach and down the block. At last she reached her 
family’s store, Akina’s Shave Ice and Sweet Treats. 

“Mom,” she shouted as she ran inside, “there’s 
a monk seal stranded in ‘Olino Cove. It’s tangled 
in a net. We’ve got to call for help!” 

Mrs. Akina picked up the phone. Kanani paced 
nearby, trying to overhear the conversation. “He 
wants to talk to you,” her mother said, handing 
Kanani the phone. 

“Kanani, this is Ron Lee. I’m the federal monk 
seal coordinator for Kaua‘i,” a deep voice said. 
“Can you tell me, was the net wrapped around just 
part of the seal, or its entire body?” 

“Its entire body,” Kanani told him. 

“Was the seal moving at all? Was it alive?” 

“It was alive,” she said, “but it wasn’t moving. 

I saw the seal’s eyes, and it blinked at me.” 


“Do you know how long it has been there?” 

“No,” Kanani said, wishing that she could be 
more helpful. 

“Okay, this sounds pretty serious,” Ron told 
her. “I’m going to call a marine biologist, but it’ll 
take her about an hour to get there. I’m also going 
to call a volunteer from the Monk Seal Foundation 
to get up there. Meanwhile, I need your help.” 

Kanani’s breath quickened. “What do you want 
me to do?” 

“Go back to the cove and keep an eye on the 
seal. I want you to monitor it until help arrives. 
Make sure that people keep their distance and 
move up by the trees, off the beach. And no loud 
noises. We don’t want the seal to panic. Can you 
do that?” 

“T’ll do my best,” Kanani told him. 


# 


y the time Kanani made it back to the 
cove, a small crowd had gathered. 
Kanani saw her classmate Pika and his 


friends, along with a few others. 

“Help is coming,” she called. Her heart was 
beating so fast, it felt as if it were going to fall out. 

“Everyone, please stay back.” Kanani turned 
to her cousin. “How’s the seal doing?” 

Rachel shook her head. She looked panicky. 
“It doesn’t look good. I think the net might be 
suffocating it.” 

Kanani felt sick at the thought of the seal pup 
suffocating. Even from a distance, the seal’s huge 
brown eyes looked so helpless. She felt the same 
way. Kanani noticed that Rachel was blinking 
back tears. 

“Are you all right?” she asked. 

Rachel wiped her eyes with the back of her 
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hand. “That poor baby seal is probably so scared.” 

Kanani reached for Rachel’s hand and squeezed 
it. “We’re doing everything we can to help.” She 
faced the curious people who were gathered around 
and inching closer. “Please give the seal more 
space!” she called. 

It seemed to take forever for the biologist to 
arrive. Rachel helped keep the crowd back while 
Kanani monitored the seal. Every now and then it 
made a low barking sound that sounded like a des- 
perate cry for help. Kanani knew that seals could 
overheat in the sun. How long had it been out of the 
water, trapped in the net? Was it badly injured? 


we 


n the distance, Kanani saw a tall man wearing 
a monk seal T-shirt sprinting toward them. He 
had an official-looking nametag around his 
neck. Kanani waved and went to meet him. 

“Kanani? I’m Jim Robins, a volunteer from the 
Hawaiian Monk Seal Foundation. Mahalo for your 
quick help,” he said as he slowly approached the 
seal. His face lost color when he saw how tightly the 
net was wrapped around the seal pup. 

As Jim roped off the area, Mrs. Akina came 
running. Close behind her was a woman with short 
brown hair carrying a metal box. 

“That’s Dr. Julia Anderson. She’s a terrific 
marine biologist,” Jim told Kanani as Julia ducked 
under the rope and cautiously approached the seal 
from behind. Her face remained serious as she 
waved Jim over to assist her. 

Mrs. Akina asked, “Where’s Rachel?” 

Kanani had completely forgotten about her 
cousin. She looked around but couldn’t see her 
anywhere. Finally she glanced toward the lava 
rocks, and there, sitting away from the crowd, 
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was Rachel. She was hugging Barksee. 

Kanani ran over to her. “Are you okay?” 

Rachel shrugged. “Is the baby seal going to be 
all right?” she asked in a shaky voice. 

“We'll know soon,” Kanani said. “Let’s go see.” 

Rachel shook her head. “You go. I’m going to 
take Barksee home.” She looked away. Her eyes 
were red, as if she had been crying. 

Kanani held her breath as the biologist set 
about removing the net. Jim had a firm hold of the 
seal’s neck. Julia took a pair of shears from the tool 
box. No one dared move or speak as she slowly 
began to cut the net. Kanani’s eyes filled with tears 
of relief as the net fell away and the seal began to 
wriggle. 

Jim continued holding its head while Julia put 
orange tags on the seal’s rear flippers. Then she 
picked up the box and equipment and moved out- 
side the ropes. Jim released the seal’s head and 
quickly stepped back to join Julia. A huge cheer 
went up from the crowd as the seal moved swiftly 
into the water. 

“Kanani,” said Julia, wiping her brow, “thank 
you for your help. I heard you were the one who 
first spotted the seal.” 

“Yes, me and my cousin,” Kanani told her. 
“What’s going to happen to the monk seal?” 

“She has injuries where the net cut her,” 

Julia said, “but because we got here so soon— 
thanks to your quick action—her cuts aren’t life 
threatening. She'll scar, but G-68 is one tough 
little seal.” 

“G-68?” Kanani asked. 

“That’s what we'll call her,” Julia explained. 

“I tagged her so that we can identify her whenever 
she’s sighted. I recognize most of the monk seals 
around here, but this one’s new to me. She’s 
probably only about four months old.” 


“She’s so cute!” Kanani said. “But G-68 sounds 
like—well, like a name of a robot or something. 
Would it be okay if I give her a nickname?” 

“Of course,” Julia said. “After all, you helped 
save her.” 

Kanani thought for a moment. “How about 
Malana?” Kanani said. “In Hawaiian, that means 


‘floating’ or ‘one who floats. 
Julia smiled. “That’s perfect for a seal!” 


y | 4 hese are paddleboards,” Kanani 
explained. “You don’t have to 


swim and you don’t even have to 
get in the water, but you can still 
see how wonderful it is being out on the ocean.” 

“I don’t know...” Rachel looked skeptical. 

“You told me that you’ve been in a rowboat in 
Central Park, right?” Rachel nodded. “This is sort of 
like that, only a lot more fun. Try it for ten minutes. 
If you hate it, we'll come right back, I promise.” 

“Okay, ten minutes,” Rachel said, sounding 
reluctant. “Ten minutes, and then we come in.” 

Seth, the lifeguard, gave Rachel instructions. 
After practicing with the boards in the sand, the 
girls were ready for the water. “Here, put these on,” 
said Seth, handing them each a life jacket. 

Kanani went first, wading up to her hips while 
Rachel watched from the shore. Kanani eased 
herself onto the board and then kneeled. “Look,” 
she called to Rachel. “I’m not even getting wet! 

I’m just sitting here.” 

“It doesn’t look too hard,” Rachel said warily. 
Cautiously, she placed her board in the water. Seth 
held it steady as she got on it and sat up. 

Kanani paddled over. “The ocean is amazing,” 
she told Rachel. “I’ve been wanting to share it with 
you since you first arrived. When you're out here, 


it’s as if all your worries are washed away. It’s just 
you and the sea.” 

Seth followed at a distance as the girls paddled 
away from the shore. First Rachel kneeled. After a 
while, she cautiously stood up and balanced on her 
board like her cousin. 

“You did it!” Kanani shouted. “See? You're up!” 

“Look at me!” Rachel exclaimed as she pushed 
forward with her paddle. 

“Oh dear,” Kanani said, looking troubled. 

“What?” Rachel asked. “Is something wrong?” 

“Well, it’s been over ten minutes,” Kanani said. 
“I guess you're going to want to quit now.” 

Rachel laughed. “No way—I could do this for 
ten hours!” + 


I’ve wanted to be an author 


since I was ten years old. I thought it would be 
cool, but I never guessed that it could be this 
exciting. I love Hawai‘ and visit as often as I 
can. Before writing about Kanani, I returned 
to the islands and took paddleboard lessons. 

I also saw a monk seal on the beach! 


You can read 
more about Kanani 
in Aloha, Kanani and 


Good Job, Kanani. 
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Doll Fun 


Animal 


Turn nature stickers and plastic 


3 small clear plastic boxes Silk flowers 

Scissors Dried plant stems and moss 
Green and blue craft paper (sold at craft stores and 
Glue Dots and clear tape garden shops) 

Butterfly, dragonfly, frog, Pebbles and a twig ‘ 
turtle, and fish stickers Water-colored plastic beads 


House frogs and turtles in a lush 
location. Attach blue paper to the bottom 
of a box with Glue Dots. Fold the bottom edges 
of the plant stems, and tape them to the paper. Cut 
moss to fit around the stems and to edge a stream. 
Attach the moss with Glue Dots. Add pebbles and 
a twig. Press frog and turtle stickers to the front 
of the box and to a few places inside it. 


Position the boxes so that they open 
from the sides. 

Hold the terrariums at eye level to 

place the stickers in perfect positions. 
Use the aquarium and terrariums in your 
doll’s bedroom or in her classroom. 


Give your doll a tiny insect garden. 
Attach green paper to the inside 
bottom of a box with Glue Dots. Fill 

the box with flowers. Attach butterfly 

and dragonfly stickers to the front 
of the box and to the flowers. 
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Crack the secret code to find out the names of these girls’ dogs. 


veo oman 


Caroline at age 10, Texas 
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Illustrations: Karen Wolcott 


Canine Confusion 


Oh no! These dogs’ leashes are tangled together. What is currently the most popular breed of 
Follow the leashes to find which dog belongs with dog in the United States? Read the instructions 
each girl, and write your answers in the blanks. and cross out the words to find the answer. 


1. Cross out any animal 
that’s not a dog. 

2. Cross out any words 
that start with “C.” 

3. Cross out any words that 
rhyme with “noodle.” 

4. Cross out any colors. 

5. Cross out any sounds 
that a dog makes. 


1. Stephanie’s dogis 2. Tracy's dog is 


3. Rebecca’s dog is 4. Anne’s dog is 


Stephanie = Tracy 


i) 
Wied 


Smitten with Kittens 


There are at least 12 words that you 
can make from the word “feline.” 
Write your words in the blanks below. 


This issue’S bUZzZWord iS... Lelblele| (=e) 10 - 


How to say it: CUD-ul-sum One way to use it: Chrissy 
What it means: snuggly, loves to lie on the couch and 
huggable snuggle with her cuddlesome kitty. 


The word cuddlesome is hidden in this word search five times. 
Look forward, backward, up, down, and diagonally to find words. 
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Dear American Girl, 


My friend just got a new kitten. It’s all she 
talks about, and it makes me feel bad because 
I don’t have a cat. What should I do? 


No Fet 


Getting a new pet is exciting, so it makes sense that it would be your 
friend’s favorite topic for a while. As the newness wears off, your friend 
probably will talk about her cat less. Be patient, but don’t feel bad 
about changing the subject sometimes. Also, try to enjoy this kitten 


playtime—you get all the fun without any of the responsibility. 


Dear American Girl, 

I want a pet, but I can’t get one 
because my sister is allergic to 
animals that shed. Help! 

Pet Problem 

Cats and dogs aren’t the only pets 
around—there are plenty of pets 
that don’t shed. A lizard, a hermit 


crab, or a fish might make a good 


pet for you. Read about what each 


kind of pet is like and see whether ; 


you think you'd enjoy having one. 
Then pick a good time to talk to 
your parents. They can check with 
your sister’s doctor to make sure 
that any pet you get will be safe 
for your sister to live with. 


x 


Dear American Girl, 


My friend’s dog just died. I want : 


to comfort her, but she acts 
happy whenever I see her. 
HELP! 

Why not give your friend a card? 
Let her know that you're sorry 


about what she’s going through, 


and tell her that if she wants to talk 


about it with you, she can. Give the : 


card to her at the end of the day or 
mail it to her house. That way, you 
can let her know that you care 


without bringing up a sad subject 


at an awkward time. Your kindness : 


will mean a lot to her, even if it 
seems as if she’s doing OK. 


* 


Dear American Girl, 


There are lots of stray cats in 
my neighborhood. I want to 
help, but I don’t know how. 
Worried 

It’s easy to see why this is so 
upsetting. First things first—most 
strays are not used to humans and 
may not be friendly or safe, so 
resist the urge to feed or pet them. 
Ask a parent to help you get in 
touch with your local animal 
shelter. Many groups neuter or 
spay strays so that fewer homeless 
kittens are born. You might be able 
to help by raising some money or 


spreading news about the project. 


* 
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Dear American Girl, 
I want a pet, but my parents 
won't let me get one. They say 
I’m not responsible enough for 
a pet. But I am! 

Ahead. 
bi know that having a petisa 
huge responsibility. Ask your 
parents to explain their reasons 
for the no-pets rule, and really 
listen to their answer. If you need 
to prove that you're ready, the 
best thing you can do is to show 
them that you are, rather than to 
just tell them. Keep the clutter 
under control in your bedroom. 
Share your plans for tackling a 
heavy homework load. Brush your 
teeth without being reminded. 
At the same time, read all about 
the pet you want and the care it 
will need. Then, when you feel 
confident, talk to your parents 
again. Tell them what you know 
about this pet and how you'll 
handle the responsibilities. If they 
say no, find other ways to enjoy 
animals, such as volunteering at 


an animal shelter. Good luck! 


* 


Xx AmericanGirl 


Dear American Girl, 

I can’t stop sleeping with my 
stuffed animals—all 40 of 
them! I feel like such a baby. 
What can I do to stop? 

I@ animals 

If you like sleeping with your 
stuffed animals, that’s OK—no 
matter how old you are. But if you 
really do want to stop, find a new 


place to display your cute collec- 


tion, such as a bookcase. Then each 


eeeeeecceess 


ee oeeeeeesesseseseesesese 


night, take one stuffed animal out 
of your bed and put it in the new 
display place. Even if you decide 
to still sleep with a few stuffed 
animals, you'll get used to having 
fewer of them piled around you, 
and before long you'll have more 
room in your bed for you. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I want to help endangered 
orangutans. I thought of start- 
ing a petition for people to sign, 
but I’m shy. What else can I do? 
Shy 
Getting involved in a project you 
feel strongly about might be just 
the thing you need to start feeling 
more confident. Maybe you can 
start an orangutan club at your 
school and work with other kids 
who care about the cute creatures 
as much as you do. Ask a librarian 
to help you find out what wildlife 
charities are doing to help. You 
might be able to raise money with 
a bake sale or find another way to 
support the work. High five to you 


for wanting to make a difference! 


x 


even 


MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 

I have been so sad lately. My 
dog, Buttons, is very old. He’s 
always sleeping, so no one 


pays attention to him anymore. 
How can we both feel better? 
sad 
Dogs need more sleep as they 
get older, so if Buttons is resting, 
it’s perfectly OK to let him be. But 
when Buttons is up, give him lots 
of gentle attention such as taking 
him for short walks, brushing him, 
or simply talking to him. His vet 
also can check him out to make 
sure he’s getting the right food 
and that nothing major is wrong. 
Taking good care of an older dog 
is something to feel good about, 
so that might help lift your spirits. 
*« 
Dear American Girl, 
I just started gymnastics. But 
I really love horses, and now 
I wish I’d chosen horseback 
riding instead. My mom just 
bought me a new gymnastics 
outfit, though, and I don’t want 
to waste money by quitting. 


Flipped Out 


Stick with gymnastics for now. Your : 


team needs you. Plus, if you give 
the sport more of a chance, you're 
less likely to be sorry later if you 
quit. For the time being, find other 
ways to enjoy the horses you love, 
such as by learning more about 
them, spending time at a local 
stable, or collecting toy horses. 
And talk to your mom about how 
you're feeling so that she doesn’t 
spend more money on this sport 
until you've figured things out. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My brother and I want to 
start a pet-sitting business. 
What should we do first? 
business idea 
Start by talking to your parents. 
Find out their rules about taking 


care of certain kinds of animals and 
how often you can accept jobs. You 
and your brother should discuss 
how you'll split the money and 
keep track of appointments. Then 
set up your service by printing 
flyers. They should have your 
names, phone number, a list of 
what you'll do, and the rate you 
plan to charge. Ask your parents to 
give the flyers to people they trust, 


and wait for the calls to come in! 


Bad 


Aduice from You 
“When you're upset, you 
should take some deep 
breaths and then look for 
someone who has time to 
listen to what’s bothering 


you. It could even be a pet.” 


Melawie W. 


Age 10, Indiana 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
; Help! 

: American Girl magazine 

: 8400 Fairway Place 

: Middleton, WI 53562 
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Add this Pelican to your 
flock of bird doodles! 
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